Ii6         MODERN GERMAN HISTORIANS
all that was valiant and manly in the Gcinun spint, unite the scattered fragments of the German Confederation under her rule.
The impetus, once given, continued through the century, gaining volume as it went and bunging to the academic prophets of German unity and Prut&ian power an influence over public opinion which no prodigies of cold science could have secured. It was not so much the political doctrine which mattered, as the patriotic tcelmg and the stimulus to national self-respect. The work of a philologist and legal antiquary like Wilhelm Grimm was almost as important as the lectures of such a man as H.iusser, whose eloquence continually touched the quivering nerve of living issues. From the historians Germany recovered a loving, perhaps an exalted, sense of her former greatness. She learned how in the distant past the Germans had broken down the Roman Empire, founded dynasties in France, Italy, England, Africa, and Spain, and refashioned the face of Europe. This people, laid helpless at the feet of Napoleon, had once been the great conquering and imperial nation of Europe. A German Emperor had ruled in Aries, and the Netherlands too had been part of hih domain. One writer argues that Dante waa a German; another places Paris in* the list of mediaeval German cities. The old epics and songs, the old chronicles and legal customs, were made the framework for an infinite labour of affectionate embroidery. From Gie.sebrcchi*a eloquent and learned pages young people could read the romance of the Mediaeval Kmpire, of that great and tempestuous effusion of German chivalry which for many centuries filled'Europe with its noise, and ultimately suffered the ruinous check which fate administers to those who chase shadows, And the later periods also contributed their quota to the sum of national self-esteem. 1 lad not Luther given Europe the Protestant Reformation, and Kant the true theory of knowledge? Even the enemy marched in plumei borrowed from Germany, for Hernhard of Saxe-' Weimar and Maurice of Saxony, not to speak of certain paladins of Napoleon, such as Ncy, Kellermann, Rapp, and Kleber, were all to be accounted among the sons of Odin.